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No action was taken to-day in Congress on the Act of
1789, or Grant's message asking exemption for Stewart.
Faxon tells me that Sunnier does not, when with friends,
conceal his wrath and indignation at Grant's course; says
that he (Sumner), the father of the Senate, chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations, was offered nothing,
was not even consulted in regard to the Cabinet, appoint-
ments abroad, or the policy which the Administration
should pursue.

March 9, Tuesday. The Intelligencer of this morning
contained a very extraordinary leader, first under its
head, double-leaded, laudatory of Stewart and Grant,
because the former offers to give his income, some two
millions a year, to the poor of New York, provided he can
thereby be permitted to hold the office of Secretary of the
Treasury and manage the finances. Every one on reading
the article pronounced the paper purchased. I have no
doubt of it, or of its readiness to be purchased for any pur-
pose. When the previous course of the paper is considered,
there can be no question that it has been influenced by
a consideration. Newspapers, as well as the poor for whom
it affects great interest, are soothed by money. It is plain
that Stewart wants position. Wealth does not introduce
him into the first circles. He thinks official distinction will
elevate him. The censorious insist that he will make more
money than he gives, if made Secretary of the Treasury.

March 10, Wednesday. The papers published Stewart's
deed of trust, and also his letter declining the office of
Secretary of the Treasury. It was found, after inquiry
and consultation, that the arrangements would not work,
and that the rich man could not openly buy the place.
To Grant and Mrs. Grant the misgo is a great disappoint-
ment. Stewart's silks and laces, scandal says, were potent
in the appointment, and in other ways he had also given
largely to Grant. Who shall be substituted is now the